
COS 522-Theology In The Contemporary Church 
Contact Information: Instructor, Julius E. Del Pino, PhD 

12110 Francesca Drive 
Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439

Cell-248-202-0724 
Email: juliusdelpino@yahoo.com

Course Description and Objectives: 

This course is intended to introduce you to the different movements, 
themes, motifs, and theological developments, beginning with the 
nineteenth century to the present.  While the study of theology is 
often understood as an exclusive intellectual journey, students will be 
encouraged to use imagination and creativity to pursue truth as it 
relates to the God within you. 

Students will be asked to:: 

1. Become familiar with the origins and theological tenets of 
liberalism from the 19th the century to the present. This approach will 
include its influence on ecumenism and process theology.

2. Understand the reaction to liberalism and Fundamentalism, Neo-
Orthodoxy, and Evangelicalism. 

3. To explore and explain the historical development and theology 
of the Holiness Movement, Pentecostalism, and the Charismatic 
movement. 

4. Understand the origins and tenets of liberation and Contextual 
theologies.

Required Texts

John Caputo           What Would Jesus Deconstruct? 
Daniel Migliore         Faith Seeking Understanding   
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Recommended:

Amos Niven Wilder       Theopoetic: Theology and the Religious 
Imagination          

1.  Read the required book “What would Jesus Deconstruct” before 
coming to class.  We will be answering and discussing several 
questions in each class period. You should be prepared to answer 
each of the questions from your ministry context.

Pre class questions:  
Your answers to these questions and class participation will be part of 
the basis of your evaluation. 

Day One: Caputo’s book
Question One: Explain the concept of deconstruction as detailed in 
chapter one. Be sure to reference your answers from the section on 
love. (1226) 

Question Two: What does Charles Sheldon, author of In His Steps, 
convey to you and how would you explain this to people who are 
interested in Christian faith but are not committed to it? 

Question Three
Why did the subtitle of Sheldon’s book, What would Jesus do” fuel 
intense theological debate?

Question Four 
Explain the background of the phrase “What would Jesus do? What 
does this statement mean to you? 

Question Five
Based on your reading, define briefly the term Post Modernism? 
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Question Six
Who is Derrida and what significant contributions did he make to the 
theological world?  Who is Catherine Kelly and why should you know 
and understand what she contributed to the study of theology? 
Question Seven
From your own Faith development as a Christian leader, explain how 
life is a journey, a “spiritual journey” and a forest path.”  
.
Day Two: Caputo’s book continued

Question One
Based on your reading for this class and life experience, what does 
forgiveness require? (1138)

Question Two
How did Derrida treat the subject of hospitality?  How do you practice 
hospitality in your ministry setting?  The word hospitality is derived 
from what Latin word? (1193)

Question Three
From your reading and social issues we currently face in our society 
and in the church, what would Jesus deconstruct?  (1272) 

Question Four
What was Jesus thinking, when hanging on the cross, when he asked 
for forgiveness for those who are executing him? (1284) (1309)

Question Five
Please define the following words: Kenosis (1292), Logos Staurou 
(1292)

Question Six
Give three examples in scripture where Jesus shows unconditional  
mercy to those who have sinned and what method of theology 
informed the actions of Jesus? 
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Question Seven Based on scripture and your readings, in what 
instances can you point to where Jesus displays powerlessness of 
nonviolence, nonresistance, and forgiveness? 

Day 3  Sept. 14  Daniel Migliore’s  Faith Seeking Understanding   

A. Give a short explanation of the following types of theology and 
be prepared to speak about which one of these areas you feel 
you are aligned with and why

• Biblical Theology
• Philosophical Theology
• Historical Theology
• Practical Theology
• Systematic Theology

Descriptions of these difference branches of Theology are found in 
Chapter 1 Entitled The Task of Theology. (418)

B. Working in groups of 2 or 3 talk about how your theology is 
lived out in your community of faith.  Use flip chart paper, the 
Bible, portions of this required text and personal experience to 
explain this connection.  After the discussion, make an informal 
presentation to the class about how you can live out your 
theology in your setting of ministry.

Optional Activity if Time:  Daniel Migliore’s Faith Seeking 
Understanding

A. In different groups than the ones you were in above, graphically 
(through flow charts, pictures, symbols, shapes, words and/or 
music) show a person who knows nothing about the Christian 
faith, the differences/similarities between Christian theology and 
Christian faith.  (This will be another form of evaluation for your 
grade)
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Major Paper

Due set in class – Please email to above address by this date.  Late 
papers will only be accepted under emergency situations or 
conditions.

Write a 10 page paper about how both the writers of these books 
have helped you grow in theological articulation of issues that you 
have and will face in ministry. (for example the issues of poverty, 
hunger, alcoholism, addiction and powerlessness)  Use a 3 point 
thesis and the template for an essay provided.  Please stick to 
discussing only three issues in your paper.
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